Who Cares About Doctrine?

Although the Church has lost its focus from time to time throughout its history, the
pursuit of correct Doctrine is really nothing more than a desire to know the mind and
character of God.

-Galatians 4:8-9 ~ to know God is to embrace freedom. The alternative is slavery. And
we cannot know God in a one-dimensional sense... with our emotions but not our minds,
or vice-versa. So it's important to examine how we discover God’s mind with our own
minds.

l.  We want freedom, therefore we want to know God, therefore we want to have our
doctrine straight. Before we can begin this process, we have to recognize that...
A. We may not like it. (Isaiah 55:8-9) We may as well give up knowing the

mind of God if we’re going to decide in advance that what we learn has to
line up with our own sensitivites and preferences. We have to accept God’s
otherness. Also, we cannot apply created standards to the Creator. (John
8:7) Because Jesus was sinless, he could have rightfully stoned the woman.
Similarly, we are critical of God for commanding the Israelites to wige
nations, because it seems like murder to us. But murder is the essentially
theft... taking a life that does not belong to you. And since all life belongs to
God, it is by definition impossible for him to commit murder. He can do

what he pleases with that which belongs to him, and we should not be so
foolish to criticize him for it.

B. Others may not like it. (Luke 6:26) We know that Jesus is counter-cultural—
the opposite of the world and the flesh. So we have to expect that the more
we resemble Christ, the more the world will oppose us.

C. It may not be accessible. (Colossians 1:25-26) The New Covenant is full of
the revelation of mysteries that were hidden for thousands of years. All you
have to do is read the book of Revelation to know that there are still plenty of
mysteries for us. We cannot approach the knowledge of God expecting that
he intends us to grasp every detail. There is a certain amount that he wants
us to be able to understand, and that much he will make clear to us. To push
beyond that is arrogant.

D. It may not be concrete. Living in a modernistic age, we’ve been trained to
arrive at all kinds of truth through the scientific method. But in the scope of
history, this is a relatively new philosophy. Also, it has done a lot of damage
because it only seeks out concrete, irrefutable truth, and flippantly dismisses
abstract, spiritual and experiential truth. It also makes it much moreutiffic
for us to accept paradoxical truths about God, such as God being both
transcendant and immanent, or Jesus being both God and man.

Il. There is one primary way to know God’s mind, and several secondary ways. The
primary way is Personal Revelation. The secondary ways are: Scriptyer,P
Counsel and Experience.
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When we begin in the faith, we are guided heavily by Counsel and Encounter. If we are
very young, Counsel is usually at the top, and Encounter comes in when we experience
mystery or wonder. If we are older, Encounter is often first, because weeed vy

what we feel God has done in our hearts, but we are also very dependent on godly
Counsel. But as we grow, we learn to handle Scripture responsibly, and pray to God
genuinely. These two things then help us to discern wise counsel from poor counsel, and
interpret our encounters in light of God’s truth. This process is part of Personal
Revelation, which leads to our understanding of Doctrine.

Personal Development also plays a role in our Doctrine. Logic, Experienaryatm,

and the influence of the Culture around us can edb@rmineour Doctrine (and ensure

that it has nothing to do with the mind of God) or it can feed into our process of Personal
Revelation.



